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enerally, English-language

WWT aviation articles deal

with activity on the West-
ern Front. English-speaking enthu-
siasts and historians are therefore
most familiar with names like Rich-
thofen, Mannock, Fonck, Bishop,
and Rickenbacker; but there were
equally skilled and colorful aviators
fighting on the smaller Eastern
Front during the same period. The
Agstro-Hungarian empire had
49 aces, with Hauptmann Godwin
Brumowski leading the way with 34
confirmed victories, while Italy had
45 aces (42 Army and three Navy),
with Maggiore Francesco Baracca—
also with 34 confirmed vicrories—
heading the list.

Though equally dangerous, the
frequency of aerial combat en-
counters berween the Ttalian and
Austrian-Hungarian airmen was
lower than on the Western Front.
This can be attributed to sig-
nificantly fewer aircraft available,

a smaller fighting front, and the
presence of the high Alpine range
separating the two countries. Given

an equal opportunity for combat,

Front counterparts.

(only 47 shots) extremely difficult.

Francis X. Tuoti PE, with the support of
Paolo Varriale and Daniele Serafini
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these aviators may well have scored as high as their Western

Facing page: Baracca in the cockpit of his Nieuport 11. Since the
machine gun was not yet synchronized with the propeller, the Lewis
gun had to be mounted on top of the upper wing in order to fire
over the propelier. This made changing the ammunition canister

Ninety Years from his Death, 120 Years from his Birth

Francesco Baracea, Italy’s “Ace among Aces” became a favor-
ite hero of the Italian people. Much like French Ace Georges

Guynemer, Baracca had that certain patriotic charisma which

Above: A famous picture showing Francesco Baracca with
his decorations. The Military Order of Savoy (upper left
ribbon) takes precedence over all others, since it is only
appointed by Royal decree. It is blue with a red stripe in
the middle.

excited the populace. He was, and sdll is, their hero.

Baracca, an only child, was born on 9 May 1888 in Lugo di
Romagna, a small agricultural town near the Adriatic Sea in
Northern Italy. His mother, the 19-year-old countess Paolina

de’ Biancoli, and father, Enrico

Baracca, were wealthy landowners

and wine producers, This region
in the flat plains south of the Po
river has been described as one
“that produces a special breed of
Ttalians: warm, hot-blooded and
hot-headed, always burning with
three local passions: music, politcs
and racing engines.” Always a se-
rious student, Baracea prc )grcs::cd
through two prestigious private
schools: The Salesian Brothers
School in Lugo, and the college
of Badia Fiesolana administered
by the Scolpi Priests in Fiesole.
Through readings and reachings
during his higher education, Ba-
racca developed an intense sense

of partriotism,

On 7 November 1907 at age 19,
Baracca was accepted for training
in the Military Academy of Mod-
ena. An expert horseman, motor-
cycle rider, master of the cello,
and excellent in academics, he pro-
gressed to the Scuola di Applicazione
di Cavalleria (School of Cavalry) in
Pinerolo at the foor of the Alpine
range. It was here that he wore

the sotfotenente (2/L.1) star on his

sleeves, and “the red collar of the prestigious Piemonte Reale Car-
alleria (Royal Piedmont Cavalry) Regiment, a unit whose origins
date back to the end of the 17th century”™

In December 1910, Baracca, one of the most accomplished
horsemen in his regiment, was reassigned to the garrison in

Rome. Despite the then current joke that cavalry officers
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